Habitat Status and Trend Monitoring Coordination
Next Steps

Ken MacDonald, Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority
Ken Dzinbal, Washington Governor’s Forum on Monitoring

The August 18, 2009 coordination meeting for habitat status and trend monitoring provided the participants with an overview of the existing programs as well as information concerning monitoring programs about to begin. One objective for the August 18 meeting was to explore opportunities for coordination between the monitoring programs and to align the reporting so that the status of fish habitat and watershed health can be assessed in the Northwest over time while meeting multiple entity needs. At the end of our meeting three potential areas were discussed to facilitate coordination between the different programs:
1. The use of remote sensing, including GIS information

2. Establishing a multi-agency network of annual reference sites in the Northwest

3. Based on the different monitoring programs’ objectives, methodologies and analyses, explore some common assessment and reporting metrics to inform the information pyramid below.
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Figure 1. Information pyramid showing the alignment between HLI categories, reports, and raw data (metrics). From Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership May 12, 2009
To continue this effort we propose another meeting in early November to discuss the three areas listed above.
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