Attachment 3 – Criteria 
Protocols recommended for adoption are based on the following criteria:

a. Addresses Forum high-level indicators
b. Thoroughly described, documented, available
c. Tested, peer-reviewed, broadly evaluated and accepted by major national/regional programs 
d. Quantitative evaluation includes acceptable repeatability, signal/noise ratio, environmental relevance, etc.  i.e. – the method provides credible, high-quality data that meets high scientific standards

e. Currently used in core Forum/SRFB monitoring programs (in part because our current protocols were largely selected to meet these same criteria, and SRFB/Forum monitoring plans were consistently reviewed through an open and inclusive process).

f. Currently used in other major, long-term regional monitoring programs for which the benefits of data sharing would be large (e.g. because doing so could significantly increase our combined sample sizes in desired categories, or significantly expand geographic coverage (e.g. including federal lands)). 

g. Results in data in formats commonly accepted & understood (i.e. “shareable”) 

