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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In 2007, the American Fisheries Society published the Salmonid Field Protocols Handbook: techniques for assessing status and trends in salmon and trout populations, which consists of a set of standardized methods for collecting salmonid data deemed appropriate for determining species population status, distribution, and trends. Though its application is not limited to the Pacific Northwest, many of the editors of this book have spent a significant portion of their careers in this region.

Because the primary format of this work is as a hard-copy publication, updating, modifying, or adding sections and chapters in response to changes in monitoring practices becomes burdensome, and is characterized by significant delays or lag-time from when a method is proposed and reviewed, and when it is available for others to employ in their respective monitoring efforts. Further, the ability of the World Wide Web to deliver information quickly and efficiently, and allow dynamic updates and customization by a community of interest, has advanced in recent years.

In October 2009, a meeting was held to explore the goals, objectives, outcomes and other components of a grant partnership project between the Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership (PNAMP) and EcoTrust to develop a more dynamic and useful version of the “Salmonid Protocols Handbook” using modern internet technology, and centered around a community of monitoring practitioners in the Pacific Northwest and beyond. 

The primary goal of this project is to advance the fundamental utility and content of the “Salmonid Protocols Handbook” to a new phase of existence allowing more dynamic interaction with its content, and to extend this formalized collection of standardized methods to a national and international audience. 

By providing links to references and related information, and by adding and modifying content in accordance with real-time “lessons-learned” during the use of one or more methods, it is anticipated that a value-added approach to content enrichment will be achieved. 

