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February 3, 2006

Dear Sir or Madam,

The Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership (PNAMP) requests your assistance in gathering information on key management questions driving research, monitoring and evaluation (RM&E) activities in the Pacific Northwest.  We seek to understand your agency or tribe’s perspective via a survey of RM&E Management Questions and Information Needs.  Identifying key management questions and their associated information needs will help define the scope and priorities of RM&E programs and projects that support aquatic habitat and fish mitigation and restoration programs in the Pacific Northwest.  Identifying information needs jointly across multiple parties and regional programs can facilitate the integration and cost-sharing of these programs for more robust and cost-effective information targeting common needs.  
This survey of management questions is intended to obtain agency-specific confirmation that these are the key fish and aquatic habitat management questions of common interest to entities in the Pacific Northwest, and to identify the relative importance of these questions and the spatial scale of importance.  In addition, the survey asks if information specific to these questions is currently being funded.  The information from this survey will be used to facilitate and inform the coordination of ongoing regional efforts, prioritization of project funding, prioritization of technical efforts to develop RM&E approaches, and in the development of cost-sharing agreements for common RM&E needs.

Recently, members of your agency or tribe may have participated in the Coordinated Systemwide Monitoring and Evaluation Project (CSMEP) survey of management questions that was targeted at information needed to prioritize CSMEP work efforts.  In order to fully capture information about management priorities, we respectfully ask for your further participation in this similar survey.  The results of both surveys will be presented at the March 16-17, 2006 Monitoring Practitioners’ Workshop (sponsored by PNAMP and CSMEP).

Next steps include a separate survey, currently being developed through PNAMP, to identify regional monitoring activities (projects and programs) for additional RM&E coordination and planning needs.  This additional more detailed monitoring survey should be sent out in late February or early March. 

We greatly appreciate your participation in this and future surveys.  These are critical pieces of information for the coordination and development of regional RM&E programs that support common regional management goals and objectives. 

Please provide one agency level response to the attached survey to Jen Bayer at jennifer_bayer@usgs.gov no later than March 3, 2006.  Jen may also be contacted at (509) 538-2299 ext. 273.
Instructions:  Please fill in the survey contact information identified for your Agency or Tribe.  Fill in the boxes within the following table for each of the Management Questions (i.e. Q1, Q2, …) and the associated Subordinate Questions (a, b, c, ….), relative to your Agency or Tribe, for:

1) the importance of the question;

2) the lowest spatial level of importance (most detailed spatial level of importance for monitoring), and; 

3) whether your Agency or Tribe is currently funding the collection of information associated with this question.  

Responses should be provided separately for both anadromous and resident fish.  

At the end of the form please add any questions or issues important to your agency that you feel were missed in the survey.
Sincerely,

Jennifer M. Bayer

PNAMP Coordinator

US Geological Survey 

5501A Cook-Underwood Road

Cook, WA 98605
Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership








